144                     SWAMI VIVEKANANDA'S WORKS
Thereupon Swamiji said, "I bless you that from this day
all your egoism of caste, colour, high birth, religious merit
and demerit, and all, may vanish for ever!"...
VII
[Place: The rented Math premises at Belur. Year;
1898}
The disciple has come to the Math this morning. As-
soon as he stood after touching the feet of Swamiji,
Swamiji said, "What's the use of your continuing in
service any more? Why not go in for some business?'*
The disciple was then employed as a private tutor in some
family. Asked about the profession of teaching, Swamiji
said, "If one does the work of teaching* boys for a long
time, one gets blunt in intellect; one's intelligence is not
manifested. If one stays among a crowd of boys day
and night, gradually one gets obtuse. So give up the
working of teaching boys."
Disciple:    What shall I do, then?
Swamiji: Why, if you want to live the life of a
worldly man and have a desire for earning money, then
go over to America. I shall give you directions for busi-
ness. You will find that in five years you will get together
a lot of money.
Disciple: What business shall I go in for? And
where am I to get the money from?
Swamiji: What nonsense are you talking? Within
you lies indomitable power. Only thinking, "I am
nothing, I am nothing", you have become powerless.
Why, you alone! The whole race has become so. Go
round the world once, and you will find how vigorously
the life-current of other nations is flowing. And what
are you doing? Even 'after learning* so much, you go
about the doors of others, crying, "Give me employ-
ment". Trampled under others' feet, doing slavery for